Weliveinacommunity that embracesitshigtoric heritage. The heroes of the American Revolution
founded Marietta. Those men and their pioneer families braved unimaginable hardships for one purpose-
freedom. Since ther time, countless others have served and many have died that we may live asafree
people.

Across America, thereis no greater monument to the cause so many have served to protect than
our local courthouses and hdls of judtice. The solemnity of those buildings reflect the great sacrificesthat
have been made, are being made, and will be made so that America will dways be free. The buildings
themsdves, likethe grest monumentsin our natiorrs capitd, remind us of those sacrificesand impress upon
us the importance of our duty to participate and preserve that freedom.

We are a vibrant community but we have a vexing problem. We need a justice center for our
Municipd Court. We must provide facilities for justice that assure each participant a fair and equd
opportunity to receive it. By solving this problem, we have awonderful opportunity to contribute to our
community=s historic heritage.

We are proud of the architecture of our City. Wemarvd at theforesight of our founderswho built
the structuresthat reflect that proud heritage. We can erect ajustice center that will fit with our heritageand
reflect the importance we place on preserving our freedom. We can dedicate it to all those who have
served to protect the very thing that is so ddicately baanced withinitshdls. It istimewejoin together to
make that statement.

There will dways be those among uswho raise thar voicesin dissent. We celebrate their right to
do s0. However, we must recognize that their arguments spring from fear. They do not seeabright future
for Marietta. They do not understand that symbolic importance of thiseffort. They arguethat thisbuilding

will place animpossible burden on our taxpayers. Their argument falsflat. Thebuildingwill be paid for by



user feesnot taxpayer money. Besdes, any imaginary taxpayer’ sburden paesin comparison to the burden
placed on those who died for the very freedoms protected within the hdls of thisstructure. It would be an
insult to their sacrificesto do anything lessthan we propose. If we cannot build thisbuilding, then shameon
us

L et us seize the opportunity to build asound structure for our Court putting the craftspeoplein our
community to work. Let us plan agrand dedication of the building to al of those who serve the cause of
freedom. | chdlengeadl of you to contribute your ideas and help makethisbuilding say to our future citizens
that those who lived herein 2004 exhibited the same dedication, foresight and courage as those who came

herein 1788.



